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A mosaic of the Nativity 
from the Chapel of Keble College, Oxford.

The Divine Word Missionaries of the Irish and British Province 
wish a very happy Christmas and a blessed New Year 
to all their friends and to the readers of the HARP.

This is the chapel where the original and well known painting of  Christ, the Light of  the World, or
Christ standing at the door and knocking, by William Holman Hunt, is to be seen.
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3 Pembroke Road,
Dublin 4.
Tel: [00353]  {1} 6680904
Mobile:  087 133 86 79
email: missionsecretary@svdireland.com
WEB:  svdireland.com

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Liam Hayes SVD Argentina ill
Patrick Ruane SVD Brazil ill
All who asked for our prayers
For all our benefactors
Rita Fitzharris (Dublin)  RIP
Pat Coleman, (Cork)  RIP
All those, living and dead, for whom we were
asked to celebrate masses in 2014. 

PROVINCIAL  NEWS

The members of  the Province offer their condolences
to the parents of  Kieran Fitzharris SVD (Bristol)
upon the death of  their daughter, Rita, in November.
RIP.

Bart Parys SVD has been appointed to the Provincial
Council.

Congratulations to Ming Ma SVD who was awarded
his Baccalaureate in Divinity with Honours, by St
Patrick’s College, Maynooth,  in November.

Paul St John SVD has transferred from Balbriggan to
Walkinstown parish.  Our best wishes to him.

John Ryan SVD returned to Papua New Guinea in
December after a Sabbatical in Ireland.  Every success
John as you resume you labours there.

John Owen SVD is recovering  well from his medical
treatment.  

Joseph Shang SVD and Liam Dunne SVD sold
Christmas Cards at the Maynooth Senior Citizens Sale
of  Work.

Preparations are going ahead for the celebration of
the Roscommon Consensus in Donamon in 2015.

We remember our confreres Paddy Ruane SVD
(Amazon, Brazil) and Liam Hayes SVD (Argentina)
who are not well.  

Michael Egan SVD is returning to the British
District at the end of  the year following his sabbatical
in Maynooth.

George Adzato SVD is expected in December.         

Tom Hughes SVD (Brazil) will lead the province in
its annual retreat in 2015.  It will take place at All
Hallows College, Drumcondra, Dublin.  The time
will be in June.

SSpS
Members of  the Holy Spirit Association held their
Advent Recollection at the SVD House in Maynooth
at the beginning of  December.  About 26 people were
present.           

Sr Renate Sistemich SSpS (Raheny) has gone to Steyl
to continue her recuperation following her recent ill-
ness.   In thanking her for her services in Ireland we
wish her every blessing.  (Editor.)

The celebration of  125th anniversary of  the SSpS
will be concluded with a solemn mass celebrated by
Bishop Declan Lang in Bristol, on December 6th.

Christmas calls us to remember
that nothing important starts

big. 
Everything both good & evil
starts small. Jesus came to us

as a child 
so that we might come to understand not only that
nothing we do is insignificant but that every small
thing we do has within it the power to change the

world. 
There is no gesture of ours so small that it does not

have meaning to someone. 
On behalf of the Irish/English Region, 

I would like to wish each one of you a very 
“Happy & Blessed Christmas”. 

Sister.Sujata.SSpS
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The members of  the Irish - British Province of  the Divine Word Missionaries send greetings to their families
and friends; to their confreres working around the world and to the readers of  the HARP  at this Christmas
time.  On behalf  of  our confreres around the world, we thank all who supported us by their prayers, their friend-
ship or in any way, during 2014.  Our picture shows those who attended the Assembly with Arlindo Dias SVD,
at Emmaus, Swords, Co Dublin, in November.

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO  MISEAN  CARA  ON IT’S TENTH ANNIVERSARY
Misean Cara is a grouping of  87 missionary groups who have come together to receive and to account for

funding given by the Irish people through Irish AID.
The anniversary was celebrated with mass in the Church of  Adam & Eve, Dublin, at which John Guiney SJ
was the main celebrant and Liam Dunne SVD was the homilist. It was followed by a celebration of  remem-

brance and a reception in Dublin’s City Council Offices at Wood Quay.

A  WORD  FROM  HEINRICH  BARLAGE  SVD

Now, I have my first opportunity, after the busy month of  September, to thank you for joining us in the
prayers for peace and to send you the report of  our Executive Director.  It might be of  interest to you to
know that we have reached 100,000 people (or maybe even more as we do not have all the reports in yet) with
our Peace Campaign this year.

The Youth Peace Foundation Day was indeed the highlight of  this year's achievements and now we have a
really vibrant and committed group of  young leaders who will take over from us when we are old and unable
to continue the work.  The first engagement of  these young people is a presentation at the EU Commission
in Brussels on 21st March 2015.  They will soon begin a social experiment that will last for a few months on
how to end "ethnic and religious discrimination in Ireland."  They will present their results in Brussels in
March next year.
Their future engagements are:
• 16 - 19 July 2015 >> International Peace-builders' Forum in Caux Peace Palace, Switzerland 
• 15 - 18 September 2015 >> Student Observance of  Peace Day at the U.N. Headquarters in New York
• October 2015 >> European Assembly of  Religions for Peace in Castel Gandolfo, Rome 
• April 2016 >> Third Spirit of  Humanity Forum in Reykjavik, Iceland 

I am really glad that we have reached this far now. As we celebrated  the 14th birthday of  Instruments of
Peace, I felt that perhaps my retirement mission here in Ireland, after I left Rome, has not been in vain after
all.
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Another year of   Mission
Awareness comes to an end! 

Liam Dunne SVD
This year, it was nice that all the parishes were so near
to home.  There are about 40 parishes in the three
deaneries and we were able to visit about 35  of  them.
Having a good team to share the load was a great help.

During the year, we visited parishes, both urban and
rural; we visited communities both large and small!

As usual, we were blessed by the warmth of  the wel-
come from so many priests, sacristans, secretaries and
above all from parishioners.  It is always good to get to
know so many of  the parishes, the churches and the
priests of  a diocese.

It is a pleasure for the members of  our team to allow
many people to put a face on the SVDs and of  course,
it was our pleasure to greet relatives and friends of  the
SVDs wherever we went.

Naturally, it would not have been possible to  visit all
these parishes without assistance.  I thank the follow-

ing for their coop-
eration throughout
the year.   John
Ryan SVD; Pat
Byrne SVD;
Michael Egan
SVD; Daisuke
Narui SVD of
Japan; Tom
Kearney SVD and
Timothy Lehane
SVD.
In addition to
doing Mission
Awareness, John
Ryan SVD also
presented a Bible
Course over six
weeks in the parish
of  River Valley, Swords, which was much appreciated
by the people who attended.

Most of  the monetary assistance received this year was
used to assist with the formation and the medical care
expenses of  our 160 seminarians and priests in the
SVD province of  Indore, India.  This was done at the
behest of  our superior general in Rome.  

On behalf  of  the Society world-wide, I thank the
Archbishop of  Dublin, Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin, along with  his priests and people,  for their
kindness in allowing us to visit this portion of  the
Archdiocese throughout 2014.   I am delighted to
acknowledge that the people of  the churches of  the
Fingal, Finglas and Maynooth deaneries, have truly
been our special collaborators in mission throughout
this year.  It can rightly be said that they have “given a
hand” in so many ways and in many parts of  the world
through their support of  the work and ministry of  the
Divine Word Missionaries.  They will continue to be
remembered in our prayers.

In 2015 we will be doing Mission Awareness in the
Diocese of  Elphin, the diocese of  Donamon.

This is the parish church of  Balbriggan,  where Paul
St John SVD was a curate. It is a parish with a large
multi-national population.  It is representative of  the
new Ireland that has been coming into being over the
past few years.

THE PRIESTS AND PEOPLE OF DUBLIN - 
(the Deaneries of  Fingal, Finglas, & Maynooth) 

HAVE BEEN OUR PARTNERS IN 2014.
T H A N K  YO U !

Fr. Peter McCarron, is the Co-
PP of  Swords & Drynam
parish. Drynam is a remarkably
new part of  Dublin, off  the M1,
near Swords.  Its church com-
munity was impressive provid-
ing as they did, various styles of
music, including Irish,  at each
mass.
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A VERY SPECIAL CHALICE
(Liam Dunne SVD)

I was moved while in the little church of
Ballymadun, in the parish of  Garristown near
Ashbourne, Co. Meath.  While preparing to celebrate

the mass, I discovered that the chalice I
was about to use at mass was from
the year 1779!  That would have
been a period of  trial in Ireland.
It was also well before the
arrival of  the dreadful Famines
of  1845 - 1847.   Written at the
base of  the chalice were the
words, “bought by the people of
the parish and presented to the

church of  Ballymadun”.   I imagined
those poor people of  that time, struggling  to get
back their right to profess their Faith, wanting to
provide the best they could for their Lord, with a
nice small silver chalice.  It is definitely a gem!  

Fr Des Doyle,  is pastor of  Rivervalley parish (Swords) and   of  the
lovely chapel in Dublin Airport.  Here he is with John Ryan SVD.
John gave a Bible Course in the parish over six weeks.  Over the
years, SVDs have helped out with the celebration of  masses at
Dublin Airport.

A group pictured outside of  the parish church in Brackenstown,
Swords, Co Dublin,  following our visit for Mission Awareness.

This is Fr Tom McGowan PP in Garristown.    In was in
his second chapel, at Ballymadun, that I “discovered” the
little chalice of  1779.

Fr Denis Delaney PP of  the little village of  Naul, Co Meath wel-
comed us to his parish at the edge of  the Archdiocese.  The  Irish
musician Seamus Ennis came from this village.
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LETTERS

I note with interest that the 25th anniversary of  the
Roscommon Consensus is to be celebrated next year.
That was an important moment in the history of  the
SVD and the opening up of  our concept of  Mission
beyond the traditional geographical models.  I was privi-
leged to host that meeting, a footnote in SVD history, or
my obituary may mention that I gave it that name – The
Roscommon Consensus!  

George Agger SVD (Montserrat - West Indies)

Thanks for forwarding me HARP. I read every sen-
tence. You do it very well!  Through the HARP I came
to know that the last sibling of  Lynch family is no more.
Fr. Tom Lynch SVD is a legend for us in India and par-
ticularly to all in the SVD Central Province.
These days we are busy with Superior General, Heinz

Kukuke SVD, who is visiting the Indian Provinces and
Region. I hope within few days Fr.Roy Chirapurath
SVD will visit you and brief  you and your Mission Office
about our Mission in INC, Indore.   
Do continue sending the HARP to us. It is very infor-
mative.

Fr.Nicholas Martis SVD
Palda, INDORE, INDIA

Hearty Greetings from Ghana!
Thanks a lot for sending us the issue of  HARP maga-
zine. Your mission and your ministry of  spreading the
word of  God is really inspiring to us. May God continu-
ally bless you all and in your mission. May he grant you
strength and courage. We appreciate your efforts and
hard work. Keep us in your prayers.
Thanks once again.

Fr. Francis Mastan, SVD
(Provincial Treasurer) 

On behalf  of  our group of  priests in Nemi  I would like
to thank you for the Mass intentions sent it to us through
Father John Ryan SVD.   God bless you.  May He bless
all those people who asked for our prayers!
Gheorghita  Iordache   SVD  (Romania)

Thanks very much for forwarding the funds from the
Garda. The money was to up date my computer which is
used extensively for the production of  the new Zapotec
Indian language dictionary which is  just about fin-
ished now after more than 8 years work.
As you may know the Indians and their culture and lan-
guages are shamefully marginalized by the Mexican gov-
ernment. This dictionary is an effort made by me and
other interested people to encourage the Zapotecs to
start to write in their own language (using the official
alphabet) and help to conserve their culture and their
dignified way of  life.

Pablo Merne SVD (Mexico)

Last Sunday I visited one of  our Indian Villages.  We had
16 baptisms.  Years ago they did have a chapel when the
priest used to go there.  This was my third visit.  My first
visit was in October of  last year.    One  teacher asked if
they could have first holy commuinion.   I said yes, but it
would depend upon finding someone to prepare the chil-
dren.  We left simple Catechisms with them and the
teacher started the preparation.  As she won´t be coming
back to the village next year, two other ladies have under-
taken to continue the preparation. 

I think that it might be just the right time to think of
building the new chapel there.

Patrick Brennan  SVD  Amazon Province, Brazil

And the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us

THANK YOU!

This lovely picture shows some of
the students who were caught up
in the disasters that struck the
Philippines last year in Tagloban

and speaks for itself.  
Thanks to the help of  the children
in Nurney and Kildangan and of
so many people in many parts of
the world they have been able to
get back on their feet again.
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Farewell to Pat Coleman

The death of  Pat Coleman took place on
Mission Sunday in Cork.  For a short
while, in the early years,  Pat was a
Brother with the SVD.  He later left the
SVD and became a psychaitric nurse in
the UK. He met his wife Isabel there.
After his retirement, they came to Cork
and resided near Glasheen Road.  Over the

years, their home became a home away-from-
home for many an SVD.  It also became a depot for deposit-
ing the WORD or the Christmas Cards,  from where they
would be picked up by others.  Pat and Isabel retained a life
long love for the SVD.   

“I think that Mission Sunday was a fitting day for him to
return to the Lord.  He experienced God’s love in his life and
wanted to pass this love onto others.  As a disciple of  Christ
he felt called in his own special way to share in His message
of  love.  Pope Francis wrote, “Even the weakest and most vul-
nerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the poor are mas-
terpieces of  God’s creation, made in his own image, destined
to live forever, and deserving of  the utmost reverence and
respect”.  Pat cared for and reached out with the utmost
respect to those who were in need.  He certainly gave great
witness to me on my missionary journey.
Requiem Mass for Pat took place in the Lough church.  Fr.
Bertie O’Mahony, P.P. was the main celebrant and homilist
assisted by our confreres Frs. Norman Davitt, Liam Dunne
and Anthony O’Riordan.  Fr. Bertie based his homily on Mt.
25: 31-40 and linked it so well into the life of  our good and
faithful friend Pat Coleman.  So, Pat having placed his hand in
the hand of  Christ his redeemer, may he be led into the hap-
piness of  eternal life.  

(with thanks to Tony O’Riordan SVD for this.)

What could be more appropriate at Christmas
time than a picture of  the Holy Family?  This
sculpture is to be found in the Parish of  the
Holy Family, in Belfast.

May the Holy Family bless 
all our families this Christmas 

and enable us to welcome  
and to love each other 

as we ought.

It was good to see Ruan Magan’s documentary about
missionaries, Lifers, with Pat Brennan SVD, on RTE

again recently.

Congratulations 
to 

Bishop Kieran O’Reilly SMA, 
Diocese of  Killaloe, 

upon his appointment as the new 
Archbishop of  Cashel & Emly. 

22nd November 2014

A d Multos A nnos.

Plans for the SSpS and SVD
pilgrimmage to Lourdes are going

ahead.  
Date:  May 15 - 20
Cost:   €807  (approx)
Accomodation:  Saint Sauveur Hotel

If  interested please contact:
Sr Carmen  085 733 6119
Fr Liam  087 133 86 79
in UK:  Sr Eva  0044 0756 397 0907



During his visit to Ireland, Liam Dunne SVD,
MDO, took Arlindo Pereira Dias SVD, to visit
the offices and staff  of  Misean Cara so that he
could thank them for their support of  SVD mis-
sionaries around the world. In our picture he is
with Heidi Foster, CEO (left) and Zelie
McGrath, one of  the project officers.

During Mission Month in October, the Down & Connor
Apostolic Workers held their annual  mass and dinner in the
beautiful parish of  the Holy Family, Limestone Road,
Belfast.  Our picture shows the executive committee of  the
Diocesan Apostolic Works with some of  the missionary
priests who joined them on the day.

While many of  us will be thinking of  eating turkey
on Christmas day, this little girl,  from the north of
Brazil, is content with her turtle leg!  Note the
monkey approaching from behind. (a Pat
Brennan SVD picture)

Another Pat Brennan picture capturing a moment from his
visit to the village of  a remote indigenous Indian community
in the northern jungles of  Brazil.  He is accompanied in this
picture by Sr Madalena SSpS.  They are both ministering to
these people who have been for a long time deprived of  all
services. 

Brendan Kelleher SVD
giving a Japanese lecture.

Roy Thomas SVD (Indore) visited the SVD
Mission Office recently. He also met with Sr
Gini SSpS of  Raheny.


