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To
Friends of the SVDs, 

Families of our Confreres and 
Benefactors, 

I would like to express my gratitude  to you for all
your prayers and support during my time as

Provincial during the last six years. 
It is not often that I have the chance to meet and to

say "thank you" to you personally. 
I would like to assure you that you are always

remembered in our  prayers and masses.  I have felt
so often that you are indeed the backbone of our work. 

I realized this when I worked  in the Philippines,
especially during trying times. 

As I now, on May 1st, hand over the ministry of
Provincial to Fr. Brian O’Reilly, I pray that God will

reward you all for your support, your inspiration and
your generosity to the Society and its members at all

times.

Finbarr Tracey, SVD.

FAREWELLSO LONG
IT’S TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE

YYoung Ioung Indonesian SVDndonesian SVD
MMururderdered in the Ped in the Philippineshilippines

Indonesian SVD priest, Fransiskus MADHU, who
was working in the Philippine Northern province  was
shot dead on Palm Sunday, April 1, 2007 with a single
shot fired from a pistol, by a man with a criminal
record. 
Fr. Fransiskus was already vested and was about to
begin the afternoon Mass when the man suddenly

appeared and shot him without any apparent motive.
Fr. Fransiskus died instantly. 

It is reported that the attacker had personal problems
and was wanted by the police. 

Fr. Fransiskus was born in Kekek, Ende, Indonesia in
1974 and was ordained in 2004.  He was assigned to
the parish of Kalinga, in the Tabuk district in the
northern Philippines.  
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We remember in Prayer 
Sr. Ger Knightley SSpS
Mr. Donal Hurley, 
All for whom we have been asked to pray
The souls of our departed ones.
The new Provincial and his team.
Mrs. Pushpa Alexander, RIP

FFiinnaall WWoorrddss ffrroomm tthhee
DDeesskk ooff tthhee

OOuuttggooiinngg PPrroovviinncciiaall
It is with a sense of
gratitude that I
write these few lines
for the HARP
because it is my
final contribution
as provincial of the
IBP. Looking back
over the past six
years I have many
things to be grateful
for. These include

all the good cooperation which I received from the
confreres and the very many examples of dedicated and
faithful service which the province receives from both
confreres and staff. The daily blessings received from
the Lord are many and mostly unnoticed. Yet I believe
that we are sustained in God's loving care from day to
day and year to year in a most benevolent and gracious
way. I am particularly aware that it is by the grace and
mercy of God that our confreres live in community
and share a common lifestyle in a meaningful way. We
need to make allowances for personal shortcomings
and yet remember that this is one of the gifts of
religious life and serves as a basis for our missionary
service.

I am particularly grateful for the opportunities
throughout the past six years to have represented the
SVD as a member of various commissions, boards, and
institutions. This has brought be into contact with
many other people from a variety of backgrounds and
a variety of congregations. It has also been edifying to
observe the witness and dedicated service of other
missionaries. The Church in Ireland is going through

very testing times and people in general are being
challenged in their faith. It is evident from the kind of
debate which was sparked by the March editorial of
The Word magazine that people are eager to become
involved in discussions related to questions of faith and
morals.

As missionaries we have in recent times observed many
changes of attitude towards the mission of the Church
and how to redefine mission in today's world. The
focus of spreading the Good News of God's Kingdom
is blurred in that much of our mission involves issues
related to humanitarian relief and development work.
This is very evident in IMU circles. Both go together
but in our minds we are not always clear on how to
relate these different dimensions of the Gospel. "Man
shall not live on bread alone," (Lk. 4.4). Quick answers
to these questions do not seem to be forthcoming. On
reflection I believe we need to foster a more mature
debate on the question of our mission today, a debate
which takes in the great humanitarian needs of our age
and at the same time the food that is so necessary for
the intellect, the will, the soul. The debate is crucial to
our identity as missionaries. The challenge is to
collectively rise above individualism which prevents us
from finding an answer and to genuinely seek, and
expect to find, a consensus of faith.  From this we
might expect a new vision for the IBP to ensue.

A special word of thanks to the outgoing council
members, Michael Egan, Michael Cleary, John
Owen, and Liam Dunne. And God's blessings on the
incoming provincial and council members, Brian
O'Reilly, Peter Madden, Vincent Twomey, Michael
Cleary and Mike Ancheta. I look forward to a new
phase of development in the history of the Irish &
British Province.

Fr. Finbar Tracey, SVD
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TO ALL MISSIONARIES ON HOME-LEAVE 
The Apostolic Workers around the country would like
to remind you that they want to be of service to you
missionaries in any way they can.  Do not hesitate to
contact them and say hello to them while you are on
home-leave.  The Elphin & Dublin Groups are
already enquiring if  there is something that you need.
If so, let me know. The  Elphin, Killaloe and Tuam
(Castlebar) groups would like you to join them in
Sligo, Ennis & Castlebar on their respective Open
Days.  That of Elphin will be on July 1st. 

++++++++++

The Elphin Group have awarded their "Chicken
Fund" grant to Fr. Patrick Brennan, SVD,
(Oiapoque, Brazil) from Knockcroghery parish.  The
grant will be presented on July 1st.  (Our sincere thanks
to them.  Editor.)

++++++++

It is reported that the Elphin Apostolic Workers are
now the third most productive group in the Republic
after Killaloe and Tuam.  Our heartiest
congratulations to these three wonderful groups who
are such good friends of  SVD Missionaries all over the
world.

++++++++

What is in a used stamp?
The St. Patrick's Missionary Society, Kiltegan, last
year made ¤28,000 fr om the sale of used stamps.  They
were assisted by all kinds of people and groups
collecting and giving them their used stamps.

+++++++++

An Interesting Development in the USA

In March 2006 Fr. Pernia approved ad
experiementum the Constitutions of the Divine
Word Lay Association (Lay Secular Third Order of
the Society of the Divine Word).   The members, men
and women, commit themselves "to meet regularly in
local chapters to pray for the missions and to promote
and support mission awareness and vocations." Fr.
Jose (Pip) Galang, a diocesan priest (former SVD who
also studied in Maynooth)  in Santa Clara, California,
is their contact person.  
Email:  jpgjoepip@yahoo.com  

Kiltegan
Anniversary.

St. Patrick's day 2007 was very special for the members
and the friends of the St. Patrick's Missionary Society.
For it was on that day, seventy five years ago, in the
year of 1932, that they were founded.  Note that this
was six years prior to the arrival of the first SVD
missionaries in Ireland.  There establishment arose out
of the great missionary enthusiasm that swept the
priests and people of Ireland in the early part of the last
century.  According to Fr. Tom Kiggins, SPS, in an
article in the Irish Catholic, this remarkable interest
stemmed from the appeals and the visits of the
legendary Tipperary-man, Bishop Joseph Shanaghan,
CSSp., to various institutions around the country,
including Maynooth's national seminary.  One of its
students, Patrick Whitney, from the diocese of Ardagh
& Clonmacnoise, volunteered to go to Nigeria shortly
after his ordination.  With him began a movement of
young Irish priests to work alongside the Holy Ghost
fathers.  After some, time there, they young priests felt
the need to be more organized and permanent in their
mission and so they began the procedures for
establishing themselves as a specific missionary group.
Fr. Whitney was delegated by his peers to go to Rome
and to initiate this process.  His work was successful
and the St. Patrick's missionaries became the house-
hold name which it later was throughout Ireland
especially with its magazine,  "Africa".  

Today, there Society has about 312 members in about
15 countries and seventy seminarians, mostly in
Africa.

It is interesting to note too that the famous O'Reilly
brothers, Brendan, Colm and Peter also came from the
diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise.  Brendan was to
become a well-known and revered SVD missionary in
India, Ireland and Kenya;  Colm is the current bishop
of Ardagh & Clonmacnoise; Peter became a member
of the Society of St. Patrick and their Superior
General.

It is with gratitude to the Triune God, that the Society
of the Divine Word salutes our Brother Missionaries
on this great milestone in their history.  
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It has been almost fifty years since I sat my Leaving
Cert in the old theatre-cum-assembly hall of what

was then the new extension to Christians on
McCurtain Street. What huge changes have taken place
both in Christians and in Irish society since that time!
You now have a magnificent new school building fitted
out with the most modern equipment, which we could
not even have imagined in our wildest dreams. The
academic performance of the school over the past
decades has been quite phenomenal. In the so-called
league-tables it now ranks as one of the top schools in
the whole of Ireland. The sporting achievements of the
school - not just in rugby but also in the GAA and other
sports such as sailing, rowing, basketball, golf, etc. - has
also been quite remarkable. 

Iwould like to take this opportunity to reflect a little
on the motto of the CBC crest: certa bonum

certamen (which incidentally repeats the initials of
CBC). It means, as you know, "fight the good fight"
and is taken from the First Letter to Timothy. St Paul
admonishes his disciple to "fight the good fight of the
faith" (1 Tim 6:12). What a wonderful motto for a
boy's school! Even though the term "fight" is used
twice, the important word is the adjective "good"; fight
not any old fight - that youngsters do in any case - but
fight the good fight. And that takes discernment. Such
discernment is the result of another fight, one that we
fight within, in our hearts and souls, a fight that is
required in the pursuit of virtue. What do I mean?

One of the "aha-moments" of my school days was
an assembly to meet the newly appointed

Principal, Bro. Mears. In his speech, he pointed out
that the purpose of the school was not simply to
provide us with skills but to make us gentlemen. I
cannot remember if he quoted Cardinal Newman's
famous description of a gentleman found in The Idea of
a University, but he probably had it at the back of his
mind. It is useful to recall some lines of Newman. 

It is almost a definition of a gentleman to say he is one
who never inflicts pain. He is mainly occupied in

merely removing the obstacles which hinder the free
and unembarrassed action of those about him. He is
never mean or little in disputes, never takes unfair
advantage, never mistakes personalities or sharp saying
for arguments, or insinuates evil which he dare not say
out. From a long-sighted prudence, he observes the
maxim of the ancient sage, that we should ever conduct
ourselves towards our enemy as if he were one day to be
our friend. He has too much good sense to be affronted
by insults, he is too well employed to remember
injuries, and too indolent to bear malice. If he engages
in controversy of any kind, his disciplined intellect
preserves him from blunder.

Irish society today would be a more pleasant, less
violent, and a more secure place to live, if this were

the ideal to which youth aspired.

One is not born a gentleman. One becomes a
gentleman, namely though character training,

through self-discipline, self-control and, above all,
trying to be fair and just. The family and home provide
the soil in which character is formed. School perfects it.
Sport, be it physical or intellectual, such as debating,
can be a great teacher in self-control and fairness.
Serious study disciplines the mind. Being a good loser,
we were told, is as important as winning. Learning to be
fair involves learning to appreciate the gifts and talents,
the greatness of others, and their achievements. The
ancient wise men called it magnanimity, being
generous, big of chest. It abhors any kind of jealousy or
begrudgery.

Tonight we award those who have achieved
excellence in the academic and sporting fields. The

term "excellence" recalls something more basic, namely
virtue, which the ancient Greeks, who loved sports and
the intellect called arêtê, "excellence". This they prized
above all other partial achievements in sport and in
scholarship, which are a means to that end. Put simply,
virtue means becoming a man of integrity and
character. The military Romans used the term virtus,
(from the word for man, vir), true manliness. They put
the emphasis on the virtue of fortitude or courage,
summed up by one philosopher as "the readiness to fall
in battle" - when fighting the good fight, as it were.
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Doing some research for my book on the Irish
Church, I was struck by the way foreign

commentators noted the lack of moral courage Irishmen
displayed in difficult times or situations. This is in
marked contrast to our physical courage on the
battlefield and in sports. In social matters, we tend to be
conformist; we tend to do "what everyone else is doing".
In my schooldays, that was being a Church-going
Catholic, today it means almost the opposite. I will not
mention "what everyone else is doing" on the moral
front!  Suffice it is to say, that it takes courage to be a
Catholic in today's Ireland, it takes moral courage to be
a Christian, to try to be a disciple of Christ, to behave
with the self-control that he demands of us. It takes
courage to stand up in public for one's faith and to be
counted, especially when you think that you are alone.
That is moral courage. And yet, when making a stand,
one has to remain a gentleman, not offend those who are
attacking you. As Newman put it, the gentleman "has
too much good sense to be affronted by insults, he is too
well employed to remember injuries, and too indolent to
bear malice". 

And it takes courage to persevere in the pursuit of the
good. Today in Irish society, we see too many young
people throwing in the towel when the going gets rough.
In the final analysis, courage and perseverance in
fighting the good fight demands resources from above.

We need to touch base with God regularly, if we are to
persevere, if we are to be magnanimous, if we are to
regain our zest for life, if we are to experience that joy,
which Pope Benedict XVI stresses over and over again,
which our Christian faith makes possible. 

There is therefore a final dimension to the Christian
gentleman. Paul, writing to Timothy to admonish him
to fight the good fight, adds "take hold of the eternal life
to which you were called". Eternal life is another way of
expressing our being rooted in God, our eternal hope of
victory over all that is evil and wrong in this life. Like
much of the rest of Europe, Irish society seems to be in
the process of forgetting God, forgetting the greatness to
which we are all called, forgetting the joy which He
alone can confer. The task of anyone bearing the name
of Christian in Ireland today is to bear public witness to
our Catholic faith - but to do so as gentlemen.

That is the ideal I somehow or other inherited from "the
Brothers" in Christians, Cork.    And that is the ideal I
wish to hold before your eyes, as you prepare to take
your place in Irish society and shape its future. You are a
privileged group, not least because you have studied and
played here in Christians under the direction and
supervision of such dedicated teachers - and you have
done so under the motto "fight the good fight". 

MORE REFLECTIONS ON THE WORD OF GOD.

From the newsletter of the Argentian SVDs.
One of the requirements for participation in the Bible Course is a commitment to a continuous reading of an entire
text - Luke, for example - without paying attention to the titles normally provided in the text, to the division of
text into chapters and verses, and to the notes provided at the bottom of the page. The intention of this continuous
reading is to obtain a first-person impression of the text. Then the participants are required to choose three elements
which catch their attention when reading the entire text.  

A good Bible course should take into account certain important elements. First, a Bible course is not simply a
matter of lecturing or preparing a good input. The participants should be involved in the process and learn by
doing. Secondly, they should have direct access to the text and actually read it. Thirdly, it is also important to
identify one's dialogue partners. From an SVD viewpoint, it is only then that our biblical apostolate becomes
missionary  (Nov. - Dec. 2006). 

+++++++
At the closing ecumenical vespers held in St. Paul's Basilica (Rome) to mark the end of the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, Pope Benedict XVI said that listening to the Word of God is a priority for ecumenism. The
Church does not create itself nor does it sustain itself; rather it relies on the creative word that issues from the mouth
of God. Listening together to the Word of God, practicing lectio divina, prayerfully reading the Bible, and allowing
oneself to be surprised by the novelty of the Word of God constitute a path that must be followed in order to attain
unity of faith. 
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Have just finished the "midnight' mass here, up in the
hills above Mount Hagen. There was an earthquake as
I was reading the Gospel, just at the line, ”be not
afraid”. Anyway the people stayed in the church as the
earthquake was not too strong.

Gary Roche SVD (Mount Hagen)

The item from Father Tom Leydon was wonderfully
moving.  Truth is so potent. His analysis of the climate
of faith under the ever present secularism is brilliant.   I
hope that you & Fr. Tom do not mind that I used an
exract from it from it for our parish Bulletin.  The
sharing of such thoughts seemed like the baring of a
soul, so it did not seem appropriate to mention his
name, so I did not.  I did acknowledge the Harp as
being the source of course.

I confess I also took another little bit of the Harp.  The
main reason for this fascinated me.  The World Day of
Prayer (formerly Women's Day of Prayer) is using the
liturgy and music of Paraguay  at a service in the
Millport's Episcopal Cathedral. The extract I used was
about the money 'dropping from the heavens' as it is
phrased.  To train boys and girls in Agriculture is so
necessary.  It will be read with particular interest in the
island at this time because of the Day of Prayer.  Please
realise that it is not laziness that has made me 'borrow'
from The Harp' but because of the excellence of its
articles, and I know you have forgiven me in the past
for this.  I am grateful to you and always acknowledge
sources.

Some way or other, I feel that the late Father Conliss,
SVD has forged a bond between the S.V.D. and
ourselves, and some others in our congregation.  I do
not know how this has happened but it has.

Margaret McMillan, Isle of Cumbrae, Scotland.

Father Higgins, PP mentioned that the tiny island of
Eigg is always looking for help with the Eucharist in
the Summer period. (You'll see it on the map, it is in
line with Rhum, Muck, and Canna.)  Do you think
this would be of interest to any S.V.D? 

Margaret McMillan. Isle of Cumbrae, Scotlland.

I would appreciate it very much if you could continue
to send the HARP to me.  As I wrote, I am very
anxious to read all the news about Ireland! Thanks a
lot!
Dante Venus SVD Mission Secretary in the
Philippines (and former student of theology in
Maynooth)

Kenyan SVDs thanks IBP for support.
Indian SVD and director of the Pre-philosophy house
in Nairobi wrote recently, "Formation of local leaders
has been a priority of the Divine Word Missionaries
ever since the Society set its foot on the soil of Kenya
in 1982.  Our one year course stresses the  wholesome
growth of the students.  The students are given every
opportunity to discover themselves, their strengths
and weaknesses and thus they are assisted to grow as
mature persons.  Living in the middle of a slum called
Soweto in Nairobi, the students are given the
opportunity to see the struggles and suffering of the
poor  and thus are helped to grow in the awareness of
the social evils prevalent in the society around them.
Living in the middle of the slum with no electricity
connection, no permanent running water  is also an
opportunity to feel  the insecurity  the  majority of
Kenyans feel daily.  The students have regular
involvement with youth, with the sick, with street
children, with HIV/Aids, with basic Christian
communities and more.  For our life and work we
totally depend upon the assistance of donors and well-
wishers. I wish to sincerely thank the Irish province
of our Society for providing the material and
financial support for the programme in 2006.  
Melvin John Noronha, SVD. (Nairobi)

Here in  northern Ghana there are many taboos that
flow from traditional beliefs.  One of these is the belief
that babies born with deformities are bad omens or
witches.  A JuJu man is hired by the family
and the baby is killed in a ritual ceremony.  Sometimes
the families do not have the money and the baby grows
into childhood before the money is secured and the
ritual killing performed. Christian leaders often hear of
these situations and are able to take the babies and
children from their families.  There is an orphanage for
such children in Kumasi (5 hr ride from Yendi) that is
run by the Sisters of Charity.  The leaders bring the
children to us and we take them to the orphanage. 
Bishop Vincent Boi Noi, SVD (Yendi)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Dublin Rejoices with the Passionists

On June 3 Pope Benedict will canonize Passionist
priest Blessed Charles of Mount Argus, who
served in the Harold's Cross (Dublin) church for two
periods in the nineteenth century.  Born John Andrew
Houben in Holland in 1821, Blessed Charles served
in England and in Ireland.  In the Dublin area he was
renowned as a confessor and as a comforter of the poor
and the sick.  A stamp is to be issued to coincide with
the canonization.  Many people from Ireland are
expected to  attend the ceremony along from his home
parish in Holland.  

The above photo shows the tomb of Blessed Charles
in the Passionist Church of Mount Argus,  in Dublin
6.  It is a place of popular devotion for many
Dubliners.

This picture is of the painting of Blessed Charles that
was unveiled at his Beatification in Rome on October
16, 1988. It is now hanging in the Passionist church of
Mount Argus, near Dublin.  Several celebrations are
planned to mark the occasion in Dublin.  Since last year,
the Passionists have been marking the 150th
anniversary of their arrival in Ireland. It is indeed fitting
that one of them is declared a Saint.

2222000000008888   
SSSSSSSSppppSSSS   &&&&  SSSSVVVVDDDD  PPPPIIIILLLLGGGGRRRRIIIIMMMMAAAAGGGGEEEE

Planning has already begun for an Arnoldus
Family Pilgrimage to the home place of Saint

Joseph Freinademetz, SVD,  at Oies, in
Northern Italy.   Details are being worked out

and you will be informed when possible.  

Our 2006 Pilgrimage to Steyl was a great
success and was enjoyed by all who attended.

Keep it in mind!

SSSSOOOOMMMMEEEE  DDDDAAAATTTTEEEESSSS

May 1st:  Change-over of Provincials and Councils:

May 18th: Ordination of Deacon George Gormley
to the Priesthood in Bay St. Louis, USA:

June 3rd:  Family Day in Maynooth:

July 29th: Open & Family Day in Donamon:

12th August:  Cemetery Sunday in Donamon:

August 15th: Norman Davitt, 60 years a priest.
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Pictured after the Syro-Malabar rite mass at St.
Peter's Church in Gloucester are Fr. Anil Paul, SVD
(Bristol) and Mr. Anthony Joseph, the liturgical
assistant.  Mr. Joseph's uncle is an SVD priest who
taught Fr. Anil in the Pune Seminary in India.

The church at Glynsk,
near Donamon

Apostolic Workers from Elphin knitting Easter Chickens.
The sale of these little chickens will assist Fr. Pat Brennan,
SVD, (Brazil) this year.  The ladies here are Rosemary
Black (Tulsk) and Margaret Haughey, (Athleague).

Fr. Michael Joyce, SVD, and some of the
altar servers in the church at Glynsk, in
Kilbegnet parish, near Donamon.

Aebove:  Some of the students in our
Language school pictured while
celebrating the end of the Spring term.
Edvino Sicuro (Brazil) the new SVD
Communications Coordinator is in the
centre.  He will be based in Rome when
he concludes his English studies.

Members of the Marist
Community in Newry,
Fathers Edwin, Michael

and Padraig with the Sacristan Dessie McMahon and altar boys.


